Cottonmill and Sopwell Hub 2020 Update
•

Annual Report

Despite the challenging times over the past year, we are still working hard and are really positive about the future of a
Hub in Cottonmill. After our last AGM we managed to squeeze three more events into 2019, two quiz nights and our
Christmas Capers afternoon, and had two more meetings with the Council (in October and November).
We also had a videoconference in July.
At the beginning of 2020 there were some changes within the Council’s Marlborough Pavilion team. Richard Shwe left
the Council and Tony Marmo is currently the acting Head of Commercial and Development. An SADC project
management team was assigned, and consultancy firm Pick Everard were brought in to support the Council, its officers,
and the architects through the next phases of the project. The Council also identified the funding, in principle, for the
whole project. This will come from a share of the capital receipt from the Leyland Avenue project and an application to
British Cycling for additional funding.
In March, we had our first ‘joint partner’ meeting of the year with the Council and then, two weeks later the UK was in
lockdown. Understandably the Council diverted all available resource to dealing with the pandemic and had hardly any
communication with them at all until July when we had a videoconference with the new project management team, the
architects and Pick Everard. Obviously, we were concerned that the significant financial impact of Covid -19 would affect
the Marlborough Pavilion project, but the Council have confirmed that they are still committed to delivering the
scheme.
Both our March meeting and July videoconference concentrated on discussing the specifications and schedule of
accommodation for the new building. We were shown some very initial concept designs and feasibility studies and we
provided the Council with plenty of feedback based on our survey and interview work with the community and
interested groups and organisations.

•

Forward Plans

In Autumn 2020 the Council plan to complete the informative feasibility studies and finalise the design brief. We currently
await further communication from the Council regarding these next steps.
Despite the challenges of Covid-19 we have and will continue to communicate with local residents through our website,
Facebook page and Twitter, to ensure that our community is kept abreast of any developments and local news - such as
cycling events for young people organised by Verulam Cycling Club, and the work of Sopwell Community Trust in,
particular their community food bank.
CottonmillAndSopwellHub.org
•
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Review of the Past Year

Oct 19 Our Fish & Chip Quiz Night was a huge success! We had 10 teams taking part and the Marlborough Pavilion
was packed full. Everyone had a great evening.

Nov 19 White Lion Quiz Night in aid of CaSH
And raised £203!

•

Dec 19 CaSH Christmas Capers was a fun afternoon
and we collected several boxes of donations for
our local foodbank.

Upcoming Events

Due to Covid-19 we haven’t made any forward plans for events for the rest of 2020. Currently we wait to see what 2021
brings but, in the meantime, if you have any ideas for socially distanced events or activities that you think could be run
for the benefit of the local community, please let us know.

•

Review of Committee and Election of new Members

Our constitution states that our committee can hold their official positions for up to three years. During the year we’ve
had a slight reshuffle (which our constitution allows us to do) and our committee is now as follows –

Chairperson
Vice Chair & Events Co-Ordinator
Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Committee Member

Michelle Mackenzie
Elaine Rainsford
Jo Cooney
Kate Swindells
Janet Charles
Gail Jackson

As no committee member is currently stepping down none of these positions are vacant. But we are always open to
new people joining the committee. If you are interested in joining us please get in touch.
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Financial Report

